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You being the chief in that county 


where there are the chief of men, and 


as much extenſive in your taſte as any 
man I know, that gives me encourage- 
ment to dedicate this work to You. 
Plato had the greateſt reſpe& for thoſe 
men that he had received the moſt 


knowledge from; and ſo have I. He 
boaſted that he lived in the days of So- 
crates: but I have more to boaſt of than 
that; for I have lived in the days of the 


Duke of Montagu, 
I | A 2 


. Stanhope, and 
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. Ecxxron. Dryden ſays, that men 
are the ſame in all ages; then there muſt 
be a Socrates in every age. His chief 
perfections were in ſtrength of reaſon and 
ſteadineſs of mind, not to be raiſed by 
proſperity, nor thrown down by adver- 
fity; ſo he that has theſe two perfec- 
tions in the higheſt degree, muſt be the 
| Socrates of the age: and ſuch a one is 
the moſt proper to accept of this dedi- 
cation, becauſe he beſt knows when a 
man hits or miſſes it in the explanation 
of MiLToN : and the world is common- 
y the echo of the men of taſte z but we 


have no hopes from avarice nor pride; 


for they have no humanity, and huma- 
nity i Bs taſte. Your pocket-ſwelling gen- 
tlemen, thoſe low labouring miners, with 
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1 | a few 


4 


kit 
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a few fantaſtical ſervants of the lean 
kind, all jolt themſelves up to London, 
there to hide from the mouth of | the 


world, to ſtudy the art of economy, 
and to give their teeth a little reft; in 


their houſes you will meet with ſilence, 


cleanlineſs, Poverty and pride, but no 
taſte nor ſprightlineſs to exalt the ge- 
nius of a poet: when I am to compoſe 
a high flight in muſie or poetry, then 
let me come to You for inſpiration, 
where there is the beſt air in the nation, 
and a houſe finer than a palace, adorn'd 


with not more nor leſs than forty well- 
fed ſervants, kept for the good of the 


country, with muſic to your meals, and 


more innocent "diverſions than at any 


houſe in the kingdom, And tho You 
are 
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are deſcended. from Edgar, and of the 


lineage of kings, for all that You have 


not yet done any thing to earn a title, 


well knowing that perfections are eter- 
nal titles, and the higheſt title in this 


world is to be called © the moſt reſpected 
© and beloved. I have often thought 
that the converſation of the company at 


your houſe had in it all the pleaſure of a 


comedy, and the improvement of a ſer- 


mon: from that I took the hint of 
writing a converſation- play. Laſt year 
I printed the firſt act, call'd Court and 
CounTzy, which was not publiſh'd, but 


was prevented | by the death of my 
bookſeller; but this act I took from a 


diſcourſe at your houſe, where a learned 
phyſician adviſed me to print it. And 
being 


1 


( vi 
being the higheſt ſubject in the world, 
I fet about it; but when I conſidered 


the thing, I thought there were many 
in this age more capable and proper 
than myſelf, therefore I laid it aſide. 


Mir rom ſpeaks of a ſpiritual companion 
that viſited his ſlumbers nightly, and 
after the ſame manner MiLToNn came 
and told me that this book of mine 
ſhould be immortal. And if fo great a 
man as M1LToN had regard for his 
dreams, I thought that I might do the 


ſame, and through that encouragement 
I ſet about this work, and have finiſh'd 
it, as You ſee. My greateſt defire is, 

that your life may be a pattern to the 


end of time; and when rich men grow 
wiſer and better they will all follow your 
example. 
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example. But thoſe that would imitate 
You, mult firſt conſider, that your bliſs 
is founded upon the rock of virtue, 
which is the only foundation of happi- 

s: and if the world would follow 


your philoſophy, no one 'would more 
— ace than... 7.1 23k bolts 26d 
Your moſt faithful 
| Servant, 


Lok p of FL AMx. 


ME. 


Enter Couxr and CouvrRx meeting. 


8 0 Country. 


, Mr Court, what brings you into 
85943 5 into the country? 


Court. To teach you to flatter decently, and 
ſeem to be glad to ſee me. 
Country. We country-gentlemen are very 


cautious how we imitate the court: for by a 


look, a bow, and a word, a man may tell three 
lies at once. | 

Curt. I am come to ſtand as candidate for 
your neighbouring borough, and to be a friend. 
to your country in parliament, | 

Country, Then let it be decided by ballot- 
ing, and that will put an end to all bribery. It 
is very rare to find a man of pleaſure a friend: 
and as for you gentlemen of the Mark Antony 
kind, you will not ſtir one inch to ſerve a man, 
except you are order'd to do it by your Jackals 
and as for your ſerving your country in parlia- 
ment, from the beginning to the end, it is all 
a pantomime boldly acted, and Harlequin runs 
away with all the money. But theſe things are 
not worth a wiſe man's obſervation, and- I do 


admire at Shakeſpeare, for _ away his time 
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itt writing the lives of kings; Homer, Virgil, 
Milton, Clarendon, Addiſon, Pope * Steel, 
they all wrote good characters for * 


but Shakeſpear e 
Court. In him you ſee the effect of bad ones; 


and Shakeſpeare among the poets is like the 


moon among the ſtars. 
Country. Till Milton like the ſun begins to 


riſe, and makes an univerſal blank throughout 8 


the ſky. 
Court. I think a great deal of his book ought 


to be dedicated to Patience. Homer is not al- 


ways wide awake in heaven, but Milton ſleeps 
in hell, he ſleeps, and wakes, and ſleeps again, 
with drowſy, pedantic, dull quotations, join'd 
with tedious fimiles, that are apt to make you 
nod; but Shakeſpeare is all alive, and alarms 
the ſpirits with ſurprize, ſuperlatively charms, 
and as he climbs he clears, he ſprings alot: 
alert and cuts a caper in your ears. 

Country. They are native wood-notes wild, 
and all his own, for want of learning. 

Court, What do you call learning? The learn- 
ing of the languages is mechanical, a maker of 
keys to unlock the Greek. and Roman libraries, 
then you come to the knowledge of words; 
but learning is the knowledge of things, pro- 
ceeding from much ſceing, diſcernment, taſte, 
and memory. They ſay the three parts of learn- 
ing have reference to the three parts of a man's 

under- 
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underſtanding, hiſtory to his memory, philo- 
ſophy to his reaſon, and poetry to his imagina- 
tion ; n had 1 more hiſtory and phi- 
loſophy. 

Country. But then you. mult go to Milton to 
feed yout imagination: and if Shakeſpeare had 
the moſt learning, Milton had the beſt; the 
knowledge of man is as the waters, ſome 


deſcending from above, and others ſpringing 


up from beneath, the one proceeding from the 


light of nature, the other from divine revela- 


tion. And theſe are the two men; for Milton 
had Jacob's ladder, and if Shakeſpeare had fol- 


low'd him up, he would have been as blind i in 
heaven as Milton was upon the earth. 


Court. Milton's learning was chiefly. among 
the gods of every nation, and that is all a ca- 
techiſm; , Shakeſpeare had converſed with more 
degrees, of men, had more philoſophy, wit, 
humour, politeneſs, and laſting fire. 

Country. Milton was more marvellous, more 
gigantic in the mind, and high, excell'd. in lofti- 
neis of thought and majeſty of ſtile, was nobler 
in deſign, fancy, invention, had more depth 
and inwardneſs of thought, more vaſt in the 


mind, more tender in love, in ſorrow more pa- 
thetic; and, Milton was in war of all men moſt 


excellent; and had in him more heayen than 
Shakeſpeare had. 
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Curt. What was the meaning of his kigh 


and mighty battles fought, and not one crea- 
ture ſlain? 
Country, Milton being Rh in war, was 
deſirous to make his genius ſhine, but meant it 
all as parables, ſimiſes and hieroglyphies; the 
war was intellectual, as now it is on earth. For 


Milton ſays, he compares the things in heavem 
to the things on earth-: for all created beings 
are to be truly tried, before they are truſted. 


Milton unchains the "devil in hell, and turns 
him looſe upon the earth, that he may be a 


friend to the beſt of men; be! is the ſupernatu- 


ral blackſmith, he makes the croſs, which is the 
key of heaven; and hammers it out upon the 
hearts'of men.—The fall of Adam was the firit 
cauſe of prayer, and the ſecond war was firſt 
proclaimed in paradiſe, where the victorious 
general in behalfof man was promiſed, to exalt, 

adorn and dignify, fo that the angels will not 
preſume, as uſual, to accept of proſtrate wor- 
ſhip from man. And the coming of the Meſſiah 
Milton deſcribes thus: © Before him power di- 
© vine his way E far off his coming 
ſhon, and clouds began to darken all the hill, 


* and ſmoke to roll in > xuſley wreaths, reluQant 
« flames the ſign of wrath awak'd; nor with leſs 
« dread the loud ethereal trumpet from on high 
began to blow, forth ruſh'd with whirlwind 


ſound the chariot of paternal deity, flaſhing 
thick 
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© thick flames, wheel within wheel undrawn' 
© itſelf inſtinct with ſpirit ; but convey'd by 


four cherubic ſhapes, four faces each had woh- 


drous; as with ſtars their bodies all and wings 
© were ſet with eyes; with eyes the wheels of 
barrel and careering fires between, over theit 


heads a cryſtal firmament whereon a ſaphire 


* throne, inlaid with pure amber, and colours 
* of the ſhowry arch, he in celeſtial pano- 


© ply all arm'd of radiant urim, work divinely 
© wrought, aſcended ; at his right hand victory 


* ſat eagle-wing'd, beſide him hung his bow 
and quiver with three-bolted thunder ſtor'd, 
and from about him fierce effuſion rolF'd of 
* ſmoke and bickering flame, and ſparkles dire, 
attended with ten thouſand thouſand ſamts, he 
© on the wings of cherub rode ſublime on the 
* cryſtaline ſky, in ſaphire throne ; when the 
great Son of God to all his hoſt on eithet 
* hand thus ſpake, Stand ſtill in bright array, 
8 5 ſaints, ye angels arm'd, this day from 
5s battle reſt;” fo ſpake the Son, and into ter- 
rour chang'd his countenance too ſevere to be 
* beheld, and full of wrath bent on his enemies, 
at once the four ſpread out their ſtarry wings 
* with dreadful ſhade contiguous, and the orbs 
* of his flerce chariot roll'd as with the ſound 
of a torrent flood or of a numerous hott, 
* he on his impious foes right onward drove; 
* gloomy as night, under his burning wheels 
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© the ſteadfaſt empyrean ſhook thorough, all | „ 
but the throne iiſelf of God, full ſoon among let r 
them he arrived; in his right hand graſping 
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< ten thouſand thunders, which he ſent before 5 1 
# him, ſuch as in their ſouls infix d plagues ; read 
| « down their idle weapons dropt; o'er ſhields ede 
1 and helms, and helmed heads be rode of C 
= © © thrones and mighty ſeraphim proſtrate, that in 4 
' : * with'd the mountains now might be again = 
= £ thrown on them, as a ſhelter. from his ire, C 
l nor leſs on either ide tempeſtuous fell his ar- fu 
l rows from the. fourfold viſage four diſtin&t C 
with eyes, and ſrom the living wheels diſtinct Oy 
* alike with multitudes of eyes, one ſpirit in C 

them ruld, and every eye glar'd lightning, 6 r 

* and ſhot forth pernicious fire among the ac- P C 

© curſt, that withered all their ſtrength. ? and 


Court. What is the deſign of all this? Stars hin 
that are out of ſight to the world give no light. 


Country. When you read Milton he con- 2 

wt verſes with you about your own buſineſs, and of Je 

TH tells you how you have loſt an eſtate, and which | of D 

4 is the way to recover it: in compariſon to Mil- e 

A ton, Shakeſpeare's writing, in general, is like js 

. 65 

—_ Goſſip Jone's budget, full of talking, of no fig 0 
10 | nification to you nor me. "Ve 

— 9 Court. Goſſip jones hudget ! It is philoſophy: A 

it Country. Your beſt pocts and painters in all light 


ages have adorn'd their works with divine ob- TY 


jects, . 
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So 
Court. The firſt ſpeech of the ghoſt i in Ham- 


let makes my nerves creep, my veins ſhiver, and 
my blood run cold, more than all that you have 
been repeating ; and when the king is at 2 


read that where it ſays, Can a man 


| a? 
© don'dy and retain the offence ? ” 


Country. There, indeed, Shakeſpeare comes 


up to Milton ; but his writings are cover'd with 
TV08,; 1 14 


Court. Then take the veil away, and let me 


ſee it. 
Country. Then you put forth the queſtion 4 
and I'll return the anſwer. 


Court. Milton fays, © Power divine his way 


* prepar'd, 
Country, That alludes to John the Baptiſt, 
and the loud weather that fell upon Eliſha in 
the cave: thoſe ſtorms ſignified war, that was 
ordain'd to produce a calm, when the ſtill, ſmall 
voice was to appear in the world; the temple 
of Jeruſalem was burnt with fire, and the temple 


of Delphos at the ſame time was deſtroyd by 


earthquakes and by thunder-bolts from heaven; 
thus, power divine his way prepar d. 

Court. * Far off his coming ſhon.” 

Country. There he alludes to the prophecies, 
and to the ſtar that ſhone far off in the Eaſt to 
light the wiſe men to Jeruſalem. 

Gurt. And clouds began to darken all the 
c * ill, and {moke to roll in duſky wreaths, 
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© relutant flame the ſign of wrath awak d, nor 
© with leſs dread the loud ethereal trumpet 
from on high began to blow. 9 
Country. That hill was mount Sinai. When 
the higheſt heavens bow'd down themſelves to 
the mountain's top, array'd in clouds of duſky 
gloom, ſwift ſpreading the ſable robe around, 
the eternal glory paſs'd through four gates of 
celeſtial fire, fire fierce blazing up to the upper 
regions of the air, and all the elements were 
beating up for volunteers, in earthquakes, 
ſtorms, in flaming lightnings, and in thunder, 


proclaiming death to all that touch the holy hill, 
the intolerable ſound of the tremendous trum- 


pet's throat loud call'd the Jews to wars, alarms, 
too, too terrible for mortal ears to bear; when 
the finger divine in devouring fire was writing 
the law upon a rock, then every ſtony ſympa- 
thetic heart exceedingly trembled, and being 
thus prepar'd, receiv'd the word of command 


in terrour, and deep enforc'd by the loud threat- 


nings of the Everlaſting, to aggravate their ya- 
lour when the ſign of wrath awak'd. 

Court. Forth ruſh'd with whirlwind ſound 
the chariot of paternal deity, flaſhing thick 


flames, wheel within wheel undrawn, itſelf _ 
* inſtinct with ſpirit, but convey'd by four che- 


* rubic ſhapes, four faces each had wondrous ; 


as with ſtars their bodies all and wings were ſet 


with 


E 


with eyes, with eyes the wheels of barrel and 
cCcareering fires between. $2 . 

Country. The chariot of paternal deity was 
taken ſrom Ezekiel. It is a hieroglyphic prophe- 
cy; it had a wheel within a wheel, to let us 


know it required depth and inwardneſs of 


thought to find the meaning out. The wheels 


were ſet with eyes: — eyes foreſee; thoſe are 


the prophets that were to riſe up in different 
ages. — The wheels flaſhing thick flames and ca- 


reering fires between; — that is the light of the 


prophecies that was to travel throughout the 
world. — The chariot was convey'd by four che- 
rubic ſhapes, their bodies and their wings were 
ſet with ftars : — ſtars give light; thoſe are the 
four  Evangeliſts. —Four faces each had won- 
drous; — to ſignify that they were to preach to 
the four parts of the world. 

Court. Over their heads a cryſtal firmament, 
* whereon a ſaphire throne, (this ſtone being 
worn by any perſon impure, it will change its 
colour, therefore Milton ſays it was) © inlaid with 
* pure amber and colours of the ſhow'ry arch, he 
in celeſtial panoply all arm'd of radiant urim, 
work divinely wrought,'— 

Country. The cryſtal firmament ſignifies clear- 
neſs without ſpot, and pure: for example; the 
ſaphire throne was blue, that is trath.— Inlaid 
with pute amber ; — that is the ſcripture written 
on truth; in amber there is no dazzling wonders 
to the eye, but plain and eaſy to be ſeen and 

A C | under- 
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underſtood. The colours of the ſhow'ry arch. — 
that ſignifies mercy and deliverance from the day 
of wrath and flood of ſire, — when one ſhall be 
taken and the other left, — All arm'd of radiant 
urim, work divinely wrought : — urim fignifies 
light; light in a ſtone was a token of victory; 
light in a buſh; light in the ſoul; to ſhew the 
communication there is betwixt heaven and the 


mind of man, to enlighten him to foreſee and 


foretell things to come: for it is ſaid, Your ſons 
and your daughters ſhall propheſy; and that men 
ſhall have dreams and ſee viſions. 

Court. -* At his right hand victory fat. eagle- 
* wingid, '— | 


Country. That is the great aſſiſtance of the 


Romans in ſpreading the goſpel throughout the 


world, | 
Curt, © Befide him hung his bow and quiver 
with three-bolted thunders ftor'd. '— _ 
Country, That is the goſpel aſſiſted by the di- 
vine ſpirit, in the full force of the three higheſt in 
heaven, to enlighten, correct, and to terrify.— 
Curt. From about him fierce effuſion roll'd of 
* ſmoke, of bickering flames and ſparkles dire.'— 


Country. That is the vehemence of his ſpirit 


working in the preachers, againit thoſe whoſe 

minds are in darkneſs by the ſmoke of the fire of 

cheir paſſions; the ſparkles are quotations taken 
from the great light by the clergy.— 

Court. * Attended with ten thouſand thouſand 

© ſaints. * 7 

Country. 
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Country. Theſe are good men that do aſſiſt in 
this great war in the mind of man. 

Court. He on the wings of cherub rode ſub- 
lime, on the cryſtaline ſly in ſaphire thron'd, 
* when the great entign of Meſſiah blaz d aloft, 
* by angels born, his ſign in heaven, '— 

Country. The ſign or croſs that appeared in 
the ſky to Conſtantine the Great, was to vanquiſh 
the Romans, and to fulfil the prophecy of Daniel. 
The hieroglyphic image, the head of gold, the 
legs of iron and clay, was the Roman ſtrength 
Joined with the whole earth. A ſtone came out of 
a rock without hands, and brake all theſe things 
to powder; the Romans being thus conquer'd, 
the ſtone then grew and filled the world. Jupiter 
appeared in a dream to Cicero, and ſtretching 


forth his right hand, pointing to a youth, ſaid, 


O ye Romans, this young man, when he ſhall 
be lord of Rome, he ſhall put an end to all your 
« cruel wars. Cicero thought this youth was Au- 
guſtus Cæſar, but the Roman war was not put an 
end to by an emperor but by a lord. His ſigu in 
heaven that Milton ſpeaks of here, is the bloody 
croſs that is to 2 in the ſky before the com- 
ing of the Meſſiah to judgment, when all the 
* world ſhall veil — of him.. A ſword of 
fire hung over Jeruſalem three years before the 
deſtruction came.— 
Court. When the great Son of God to all his 
* hoſt on either hand thus ſpake, © Stand ſtill in 
- bright array, * ſaints, here ſtand, ye angels 
2 * arm'd 


(4 
te arm'd, this day from battle reſt; ſo ſpake the 
Son, and into terrour chang'd his countenance 
© too ſevere to be beheld, and full of wrath bent 
* on his enemies, at once the four ſpread out their 
* ſtarry wings with dreadful: ſhade contiguous, 
and the we of his fierce chariot roll'd as with 
the ſound of a torrent flood, or of a.numerous 
* hoſt, he on his impious foes right onward drove, 
* gloomy as night, under the burning wheels the 
* ſteadfaſt empyrean ſhugk throughout, and all 
but the throne of God; full ſoon among them 
he arrived, in his right hand graſping ten thou- 
* ſand thunders, which he ſent before him, ſuch 
as in their ſouls infix d plagues. * 
Country. Stand ſtill, ye ſaints, in bright ar- 
* ray—ye angels all this day from battle reſt.— 
The life of man is compar'd to a day of twelve 
hours, and every hour is about the time of ap- 
prenticeſhip, and many labourers were invited 
to work in the vineyard at the eleventh hour ; 


La 


but now the end of the twelfth hour being near 


at hand, men had no time to work worthy to 
receive any reward, for the hour of his wrath 
was come, ſo that the protection of angels and 
the preaching of ſaints was then all in vam.— 
The thunders that he ſent before ſuch as in their 
ſouls infix'd plagues—thoſe are the many thou- 
ſand mileries that are to afflict the world before 
the coming of the Meſſiah to judgment: for it 
is ſaid, In thoſe days men ſhall teek for death, 
© and death thall flee from them. The four 
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* ſpread out their ſtarry wings with dreadful | 


* thade contiguous—that is, the writings of the 
Evangeliſts are to be ſpread forth in the ſæy, out 
of which mankind are to be judg'd, and that 
fight will be contiguous and terrifying to man; 


for it is ſaid, © The book was opened. The 


rolling of the wheels was as the found of tor- 
© rent floods or of a numerous hoſt. It is ſaid, 


Upon the day of wrath the heavens ſhall paſs 


<* away with a great noiſe,” 


When upon the high cryſtaline ſky the pro- 


hets, ſaints and wa 4 in celeſtial ſhine came 
blazing forth, brim-full of joy, the mouth, the 


eye, the ear, and every faculty fed with 


amazing delights, and was as if it were per- 
ſpiring forth, thro every pore, in extatic perſpi- 
ration, their ſeraphic a, rs raying themſelves 
throꝰ their radiant robes ſuperlatively bright, the 
glittering glory of the Meftial 

moon, the ſun was like the Athiopian's face, 


thick darkneſs overwhelm'd the world, ten thou- 


ſand lightnings flaſhing thro' the gloom, the ſea 
ſeem'd all one fire, fire flew along the ſands of the 
ſhore, the air was all in a flame, the firmament 
was ſhaken, and the ſtars fell down from heaven, 


in the wild uproar of the elements fierce wrath 
impendent rag'd, the loud artillery deſcended 
from the higheſt, and frighten'd thunder from his 


fury flew, the monſtrous mountains leapt away 


when the ponderous globe was reeling to and 


fro, upon its axis roll'd wilt round, that every” 
eye 


b dazzled the bloody 


' 
: 
| 
g 
| 
| 
o 
- 


r 
agent m 


3 
* 


40 
rr : 
e 2 
I Ns 4 n 3 


Fay 
* 
ES 
wy 
W & 
— * 
be 1 5 F 
8 3. 887 
Bo: | 
Iv N ” 
85 5 
1 
* ? A 
3 1 
45 6&7 S 
2 7 3 
* * f 
* | " 4 
5 N 3 +1 
2 * * 
2 1 
— 4 * 
oy 4 2 1 
1 
. 7 


n 
r 
WES by 1 l 1 
W nl 
. 
— EIS TEN * 


ES 
1 
R 1 "4" 
oy WL 8 

: he AED 


— oy * Ba * 8 » 
N 2 ” * F . 
— e eee 


„ 


. 


1 2 
— 
5 2 
2 
. ˙üÄ il. vr ter a 


„ ——_ 
- 7 


. n 


DU 


> 3 2 2 
8 5 
— 2 Ho e — r by 
* 
* 


5 (14 
eye might ſee his face upon the throne; but 
when the living ſhout of the bright archangel 
and the trump of God burſt forth, in loudneſs 
far exceeding twice ten thouſand thunders, it 
made the earth to quake, and crack, and open 
the doors for the dead, from every wind that is 
under heaven all the ſeparate fouls came flying 


forth, and into their bodies ſwiſt deſcending, then 


up rais'd them all alive, when miſerable death 
and fin ſtood trembling by, was ridicul'd by all 
that roſe, till time, and fin, and death himſelf 
expir'd, 2s | 
Court, © O'er ſhields and helms, and helmed 


© heads he rode of thrones and mighty ſeraphim 


proſtrate, that with'd the mountains now might 
© be again thrown on them, as a ſhelter from. 
* his ire.” ng | 
Country. That alludes to the ſcripture thus, 
« And the kings of the earth, and the great men, 
« and rich men, and the chief captains, and the 
* mighty men, and every bond-man, and every 
<« free-man, hid themſelves in the dens and in 
ce the rocks of the mountains, and ſaid, Fall on 
« us and hide us from the face of him that ſit- 
i teth on the throne.” So ſpake the Son, and 
into terrour chang'd his countenance too ſevere 
* to be beheld, and full of wrath bent on his 
enemies. | 

Court. © Nor leſs on either fide tempeſtuous 


fell his arrows from the fourfold viſag'd four 
c diſtinct with eyes, and from the living wheels 


© diſtin 
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* diſtin alike with multitudes of eyes; one ſpirit 
in them ruPd, and every eye glar'd lightning, 
* and ſhot forth pernicious fire among the ac- 


.. © curſt, that withered all their ſtrength; ” 


Country, The arrows that fell from the four- 
fold viſag d four, —thoſe proceed from the writ- 
ings of the four Evangeliſts, that are all ſpread 
forth in the ſky, and every man knowing what 
is right and wrong, by comparing their works 


with the word, and thoſe reflexions are the ar- 


rows ſhot in the ſoul. — © The eyes that glar'd 
lightning, and ſhot forth pernicious fire, that 
lightning proceeds from the prophecies: light- 


ning threatens with thunder, and where it did 


not illuminate and convince, then that light 
turn'd to pernicious fire among the accurſt, — 

Then melting-hearted mercy, that friend to 
man, up roſe, repeating the complaints of man in 
moving tone pathetic, applying to juſtice thus, 
O miſerable mankind, to what fall degraded ! 
to what wretched ſtate referyv'd! better end 
here unborn. Why is life given to be thus 
* wreſted from us? rather, why ohtruded on us 
thus? who, if we knew what we receive, would 
either not accept life offer'd, or ſoon beg to 
lay it down, glad to be ſo diſmiſsd in peace. 

Taken from Ejdras to the angel thus, ** It had 
e been better not to have given the earth unte 
* Adam, or elſe when it was given to have te- 


_ ** ſtrained him from finning ; for what profit is 
<* it for man now in this preſent time to live in 
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. When juſtice and mercy. bad determined the 
great material, then humanity open'd his boſom 
to all the clamour of the day, and thoſe that 
had relieved the judge in every point, were fire- 
proof, they were by mercy wing'd and flew up 
high to heaven. The moſt avaricious man then 
ſhew'd himſelf to be moſt generous; for he had 
provided nothing for himſelt, but all his wealth 
he left behind him to feed the pleaſures of other 
men. 

Court. Now you have anſwer'd all my 
queſtions ; and I think your explanation of Mil- 
ton has not in it merit enough to put envy in a 
paſſion to criticiſe, 


* 


The End of the Second Act. 
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